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STORYLINE

Magaluf, Mallorca, a peaceful seaside town that turns into one of the most heavily overcrowded
tourist destinations in summer. How do the locals survive in this low-cost tourist paradise?

SYNOPSIS

Strange things are happening in Magaluf: the smell of piss and blood, police cars and ambulances
cruising up and down the streets with no one paying them any mind, people shouting in the middle of
the night... Magaluf is just a small, peaceful town on the island of Mallorca that many have ventured
to call the Balearic Twin Peaks. Its residents are torn between an everyday aura of doom and genu-
ine holiday pleasure, a place that has become the European paradigm of low-cost tourism based on
insatiable nightly entertainment. A million tourists invade the streets of Magaluf every summer, as if
they were specters transforming public spaces into a theme park where almost anything goes.
Meanwhile, Magaluf’s residents try to coexist with the contradictions of this model of tourism that
feels like an invasion but that also generates millions of euros for the catering industry, workplaces
and opportunities for many people who wouldn’t be able to survive anywhere else without Ma-
galuf’s characteristics.

Magaluf Ghost Town is an ensemble portrayal of a community during both the off-season and the
high season, with a mystery-like tone, close to that of a thriller but without overlooking all the humor-
ous local color, combining documentary and fiction. It is a story that’s international in scope about
the dreams of a town simply trying to survive in a touristified context, as well as a reflection on what
it means to be a tourist in Europe.










«Like the mostly British sun-seekers who flock to its beaches every summer, these locals are drawn
to Magaluf for its air of possibility, even if that romantic ambience is often drowned out by rowdy
hordes engaging in beerfueled frolics and fisticuffs.»

Variety

«Using a playful blend of documentary and fiction, Miguel Angel Blanca explores the conflicted
relationship between the town that earned the nickname ‘Shagaluf’ and those who make it their
home year-round.»

Screendaily

«Magaluf Ghost Town hands us a guilty pleasure, a cinematic ensaimada in which each layer of-
fers a different texture.»

Cineuropa

«A strange, nightmarish vision of the purpose-built holiday resort through the eyes of local resi-
dents.»
Modern Times Review



https://variety.com/2021/film/global/miguel-angel-blanca-magaluf-ghost-town-1234962309/
https://www.screendaily.com/reviews/magaluf-ghost-town-hot-docs-review/5158939.article
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/403778/
https://www.moderntimes.review/magaluf-ghost-town/

DIRECTORS BIO

Miguel Angel Blanca works in the field of tragicom-
edy, double lives and everyday obscurity. His first
feature length film Després de la Generacié Felic
(2014) is a found footage home movie piece about
the virtues of losing your memory and reconstruct-
ing the past from fiction. It is followed by Un lloc
on caure mort (2014), a documentary about the
possibility of managing family, the middle class and
punk music, and La Extranjera (2015), a documen-
tary-science fiction hybrid that reflects on the tourist
invasions in the city of Barcelona.

His latest projects are the feature length film Quiero
lo Eterno (2017) and the short film Corre Brilla Luz
Luz (2018), two fables about adolescent nihilism
and end-of-the-world fantasy.

He is currently releasing Magaluf Ghost Town
(2021) a cross between horror and humorous local
color in one of the most touristy towns in Mallorca
that reflects on the tourist areas in decline and their
representation in the collective imaginary.

Filmography:

Magaluf Ghost Town (2021)

Corre Brilla Luz Luz (2018, short)
Quiero lo eterno (2017)

La Extranjera (2015)

Un lloc on caure mort (2014)
Després de la generacié felic (2014)
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